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When the “bubbling” in their tap water was identified as gas, a Ponoka-area couple said they quickly learned that the Alberta government wasn’t about to take their side against oil companies. 
“Yes, (the provincial government) has all the power to do something about it, but they don’t act on it. They’re afraid,” said Ronalie Campbell after going public with her water problems at a press conference at the legislature in Edmonton on Tuesday. 
“Oil companies bring so much money in, they don’t want to step on their toes,” added her husband Shawn Campbell. 
The Campbells said they wanted to warn other Albertans about the dangers of groundwater contamination and the lack of accountability in this province. 
“I have lost total faith in our government, our regulators and our industry,” said Shawn, who runs a 250-head calf-cow operation 24 km west of Ponoka. He said he only decided to talk to the media as a last resort at the urging of Alberta Liberal MLA David Swann. 
The rancher with more than 30 oil or gas wells on his land said he’s always supported the right of industry to operate in Alberta. 
“We had what others dream of,” said Shawn — until their sputtering, bubbling tap water was tested by an independent laboratory in 2005 and found to contain gas. 
Among the hydrocarbons found in the “foul” smelling water were methane, ethane, propane, butane and pentane. 
The Campbells said they first approached neighbouring oil companies with their test results —‑some six different corporations have drilling operations in their immediate area —‑but none would admit to causing contamination. 
The Campbells then contacted the Alberta Energy and Utilities Board. “They didn’t respond to us,” said Ronalie, except to refer them to Alberta Environment. 
The Campbells turned their water test results over to the department and waited for the government to demand oil companies turn over samples of their gas production, to be matched to the gas in their well. 
But as far as the couple knows, this never happened. 
Ronalie said a government official told her the companies were asked to voluntarily turn over samples. She doesn’t know if any did, since the government’s response since then has been to tell the Campbells that they have no contamination problem. 
Despite the hydrocarbons and the rank odour, Ronalie said the government maintains the well water is safe to drink, according to Canadian health standards, since no harmful levels of chemicals or bacteria were found. 
Ronalie said she believes there are not federal standards on hydrocarbon levels in water. 
“I said, ‘Come here and smell our water and then tell me it’s safe to drink.’ ” 
The Campbells have noticed their cattle prefer to drink puddles from snowmelt rather than the odiforous water from that well. 
Environment Minister Rob Renner was questioned in legislature in the afternoon and maintained no conclusive evidence exists of contamination in the Campbells’ water well. 
An Alberta Environment official could not be reached late on Tuesday to comment. 
The couple say they want Alberta Environment to do its duty and protect public health and groundwater. If this doesn’t happen, the Campbells — who have been buying bottled water — warn Albertans to watch out. 
“All you people who live in Red Deer and turn on your taps, you can’t count on good water staying around forever,” said Shawn. 
“What’s happening upstream is unbelievable.” 
Ronalie said one water researcher in the province estimated that one of every 20 wells is Alberta is leaking. 
The couple urge area residents to read a “pledge” about commitment to water quality on the website www.perceptionaudit.com/albertapledge and pass it on to their MLAs. 
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