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' CPAWS won ﬁ Em_n for mo<m_.=_=m_: 3

n_m<m_o_u coalbed methane _.mm:_mn.o=m,

By Graeme McElheran
Mews Reperter

in exploring for, coalbed methane in
& the Yukon.

% Cash Minerals Inc., a Vancouver- based
g | mining company, owns the rights to the
. * massive Division Mountain coal deposit

.w..m - near Braeburn and has asked the Yukon

. government for rights to methane gas that
. might be locked inside.

" And Promithian Inc., also out of

i, Vancouver, holds exploration leases for

;1. coalbed and coal-mine methane in the

i1 : Bonnet Plume Basin in North Yukon.

:};  Promithian’s leases were granted by the
;5 federal government before control of the
*+ Yukon's coalbed methane devolved to the
1y territory, .

«2i If indeed it has.

.7 There ate no territorial regulations gov-
-"}" efning coalbed methane, and the govern.
A ment is ili prepared to receive companies
i1 seeking to exploit it.

i “There are no regulations in place,” said
3| Energy, Mines and Resources minister

" Archie Lang Thursday during Question
;" Period in the Yukon legislature,

¢ - “Asfar as somebody applying for access
1 to matural gas from coal, we don't have the
: ! forms for them to fill out, moimqnm_oum
" “way from managing that resource.”

i Coalbed methane is not governed EEQ.
.7 the Yukon Oil and Gas Act. .

.7 There is presently a “moratorium” on
i, the Yukon's supply, said Lang,

"1 “Until we have regulations in place and

. ﬁ D t least two companies are interested

:. - policies, we are not putting out natural gas -

. from coal but a wc<ﬂ=53~5 the future
ﬁ will have to do it”

¥ However, Lang spoke with Cash

i Minerals and Promithian, as well as

.- Almaden Minérais Ltd. and Troyman

i1, Resources Ltd., about %m&u& methane in a

, 2005.

' The contents of that letter are being held

»' confidential under the Yukon’s privacy laws,

; to vnoﬂnﬂ third-party interests,

But the Canadian Parks and Wilderness -
. Society isn't waiting to find out what Lang

told the interested mining companies, or .
for the government to n_.nﬁ_ov coalbed
methane regulations.

In the absence of government initiatives,
CPAWS-Yukon is bringing environmental
experts to the territory to explain the

. impacts.the industry can have,

For the most part, it isn't pretty.

Coalbed methane is not like convention-
&aﬁﬁ&mﬁﬁm"asum&mcagna
ground basins and pressurized into m._mxu.

* First of all, the methane is reledsed
through hydreulic fracturing, which
involves firing a charge into a coalbed,
causing a miniature earthquake.

A chemical slurry is then injected into
the coalbed 10 sustain the fractures, The gas
starts to leak, but air or water typically
Eﬁfsﬁsass&ngﬁsg
surize it,

The US has about 30 years of experience
with this type of methane extraction. In
places like Durango, Colorado, the coalbeds
are permeated with millions of litres of
contarninated water that must be removed
and stored,

In order to make coalbed methane eco-
normic, a high density of wells must be
drilled, and re-drilled, to access new pock-
ets of the gas.

Despite assurances from governiment

-and industry, some of the same practices

and impacts are appearing in Canada,

“I live right in the middle of coalbed
methane development in Alberta,” said
Jessica Emst, an oil and gas consultant with
25 years experience in the province.

Ernst toured the Yakon this week, shar-

ing her experience with the coalbed

methane industry around her hometown of -

woﬁwnﬁagsraao._gamﬁg
panies drilled 400 holes in 2004 as part of
the Horseshoe nnuwcu_ coalbed methane
play.
Industry’s goal is to drill a total of 50,000
‘holes in Horseshoe Canyon, she said,
“We're starting to find in our area that

some of the common comments m.oS B
industry and the regulators are, ‘What has

. - happened in the States will not happen in

Alberta because the coals are dry;” Ernst
said Wednesday.

“The magnitude of anioﬁnﬁnp that's

around our small community, has involved
an incredible number of wells.
“I've worked in the oilpatch for 23 years,

' going on 24.

Hﬁssﬂx&onmé:&on&mngﬁ
developments, in agricultural aréas as well

" as Crown land and mountainous areas,

“1 have never seen such an industrializa-
tion of the landscape.

“The number of wells, the increased
number of facilities and tanks, the
pipelines, the roads”

Despite assurances from government

~ and industry, coalbed methane is not like

conventional natural gas extraction, she

© said,

“The big difference is the intensity of
drilling, the magnitude of developments
involved and the repeat entry onto the land.

“A farmer used to have a rig come in and
drill one well, perhaps a couple of tanks
n:ma.n.ngxmﬁnsd:&mog

“Now that well site keeps getting re-
entered.

“So they'l come in to re-complete;

_ theyll come back in to re-fracture”

The 80 some residents of Rosebud first
noticed the sounds, she said.

Eleven air compressors for gas wells sur-'
round the hamlet, and two more are

_planned, said Ernst.
“Somectimes it sounds like jets taking off, -
" and its 24 hours a day, seven days a week.”

And those are just the surface effects,
Rosebud residents don't know what's hap-
pening to their drinking water.

“The fracturing in our area has involved
a lot of experimentation, because they
haven't had to get the water out,” said Ernst.

“S0 they couldr’t quite get the methane
to release from the coal seams. :

“So they were fracturing with a variety
omnwnEHmeEEs‘sgaﬁn_snBﬁ

. what thpse are,

“We have asked. Because it stands to
potentially impact aquifers we think it’s
important thing for communities to know
:&w« the fracturing chemicals are,

*“The regulators won't disclose it either”

- Coalbed methane exploration and devel-
owagﬂﬁkguﬂﬁvgswnﬂm: :
lated by the Alberta Energy and Utifities
Board.

And the regulations are very good—on_:

papet, said Ernst.

. “But the regulations are being ignored.

And when reports of regulations being -
ignored are presented to the regulator, the
regulator looks the other way,

“Not only are they being ignored, but
they’re not being enforced when they’re
being ignored.” :

Southeast British Columbia has had
similar experiences, said Casey Brennan,
spokesman for Wildsight, a Kimberley-
based environrnental lobby firm.

“If you want economic benefit from this
type of development, you really need to do
a good job of examining where on the
landscape you can basically write off” said
Brennan, who toured with Ernst to Beaver
Creek, Atlin, Haines inction, Carcross,. -
‘Whitchorse, Pelly Crossing, Teslin and - -
Watson Lake this week. .

Albert Genier from the First Nation of
Na-cho Nyak Dun also took part in the "
CPAWS-sponsored tour,

“This {s part of an ongoing project,a -
collaboration between the Yokon River
Inter-Tribal Watershed Council and
CPAWS-Yukon, the purpose of which is to.
bring communities information about

" coalbed methane and what it means,” said

CPAWS spokesman Mac Hislop.
“In (Ernst’s} case, industry was already -

‘there, just plunking holes in the ground, °

and nobody knew about it vmtil they were

alrcady pumping gas. .
“Communities that are better prepared

are more likely to make better decisions” :
Contact Graeme McEtheran at gncelher-

an@yukon-news.cont




