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Grassroots coalition BlastS Cuomo Plan to Sacrifice Rural Communities to DRILLERS
Montour Falls — “How dare anyone consider the Southern Tier a sacrifice zone?” “If children of other parts of the state are worthy of protection, why is it OK to poison our children?” 
These were among the outraged statements uttered by members of the grassroots Coalition to Protect New York (CPNY) in response to the news published today in the New York Times that Governor Cuomo and his Department of Environmental Conservation plan to permit fracking in the Southern Tier counties of Broome, Chemung, Chenango, Steuben, and Tioga. The paper reports the permits will be issued especially in communities where local politicians have expressed support for the invasive industrial practice.
CPNY adamantly opposes the governor’s plan, which is undemocratic. Sectioning off parts of the state to use as sacrifice zones pits region against region and betrays a wonton disregard for the lives of people in more rural areas, as opposed to urban and suburban areas.
Even more damaging, it strips the people in these communities of their right to decide for themselves whether the high environmental and health risks associated with fracking are worth the benefit of potential financial rewards for a few big landowners and gas corporation shareholders.
“It gives all the power to town board members in the Southern Tier who, along with ‘landowner coalitions’ and industry lawyers, are pushing an agenda that benefits a few but will have far-reaching negative consequences for many,” said CPNY cofounder and spokesperson Jack Ossont. 
“We’re not surprised the governor and DEC are planning to use some of us as sacrificial lambs, but people from around the state have agreed to fight tooth and nail for the health of Southern Tier communities,” said fellow CPNY cofounder Maura Stephens. “Our message to the Southern Tier is: We will not abandon you. Our message to the governor is: We are not going away.”
Besides that, Stephens pointed out, “Air and water know no political boundaries. Fracking pollution, as well as the heavy industrial traffic, will be shared by the entire region.”
More than 100 towns in New York State have passed protective moratoria or bans on fracking, and almost the same number of others are working toward such laws. Opposition to fracking has grown at a rapid pace in the last two years as more people become aware of the irremediable harms to water, air, health, property values, and quality of life that the industry brings. 
“We have friends in Pennsylvania. We see their anguish,” said CPNY’s Dave Walczak, from Steuben County. “It is a war zone there. We sure don’t want to invite an industrial army here to use us as collateral damage.” 
The majority of people approached in the Southern Tier, contrary to claims by such industry-friendly politicians as New York State Senator Tom Libous, do not want drilling. Antifracking groups across the region have collected thousands of signatures on petitions to their town boards for moratoria or bans on gas drilling. 
“People live in areas like this because it’s peaceful, quiet, safe, and a good place for families,” said Stephens, who lives in Tioga County. “Fracking would change this for the worse, irrevocably. If fracking started anywhere in New York, we’d see a vast migration of people out of state, with abandoned homes and a huge drain on local tax bases.
“But we’re not going to let fracking start here. We will stand up to Governor Cuomo and any politicians who collude with industry. We will protect our beloved state, our communities, our natural world, our homes, and our families. We will not let the gas industry and crooked politicians sacrifice us on the altar of greed.”
CPNY wishes to work with the governor and local politicians to find sane ways to create economic stability and jobs  — ways that won’t destroy the region in the process. 
“We recognize the importance of a stable economy and sustainable enterprises to the Southern Tier and the rest of the state,” said Ossont, “and we’re ready to work as members of or consultants to town boards, planning boards, county and state committees.” 
Among CPNY members is vast expertise on a wide variety of issues. Members come from all walks of life and all political persuasions. Many would never have considered themselves environmentalists or activists before they learned of fracking and its threats.
“What we have in common is a determined opposition to fracking,” said Stephens, “as well as a collective commitment to environmental and economic sensibility and to the implementation of energy conservation and renewable energy resources, before it’s too late.”
NOTES TO EDITORS:
1. Background on fracking
Hydraulic fracturing—fracking—uses millions of gallons of fresh water, mixed with toxic chemicals and sand, blasted at ultra-high pressure deep underground. This releases tiny particles of methane gas that have been trapped in the shale rock for millennia. 
The entire process has been shown to be as dirty as or dirtier than extracting coal or oil, yet industry continues to spend millions of dollars on marketing and lobbying campaigns claiming that it’s a “clean, green, domestic fuel.” (Exxon and other big fracking companies are already exporting the gas, which fetches much higher prices abroad than it does in the United States.)
2. The article in the New York Times to which we are responding can be found at http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/14/nyregion/hydrofracking-under-cuomo-plan-would-be-restricted-to-a-few-counties.html?_r=1&hpw  and is pasted below in part.
Cuomo Plan Would Limit Gas Drilling to a Few Counties in New York
By DANNY HAKIM
ALBANY — Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo’s administration is pursuing a plan to limit the controversial drilling method known as hydraulic fracturing to portions of several struggling New York counties along the border with Pennsylvania, and to permit it only in communities that express support for the technology. 
The plan, described by a senior official at the State Department of Environmental Conservation and others with knowledge of the administration’s strategy, would limit drilling to the deepest areas of the Marcellus Shale rock formation, at least for the next several years, in an effort to reduce the risk of groundwater contamination. 
Even within that southwest New York region — primarily Broome, Chemung, Chenango, Steuben and Tioga Counties — drilling would be permitted only in towns that agree to it, and would be banned in Catskill Park, aquifers and nationally designated historic districts. 
The officials spoke on the condition of anonymity because the deliberations in the administration are still continuing. 
The strategy has not been made final and details could change, but it has been taking shape over several months. It would be contingent on hydraulic fracturing’s receiving final approval from state regulators, a step that is not a foregone conclusion but is widely expected later this summer. Department of Environmental Conservation regulators last year signaled their initial support for the drilling process around the state, with exceptions for environmentally sensitive areas like New York City’s upstate watershed. 
Since that announcement, the Cuomo administration has been deluged with tens of thousands of e-mails and letters mostly objecting to the process, which is better known as hydrofracking or fracking, and protesters have become a regular presence at the Capitol. 
Mr. Cuomo’s administration is now trying to acknowledge the economic needs of the rural upstate area, while also honoring the opposition expressed in some communities, and limiting the ire of environmentalists, who worry that hydrofracking could contaminate groundwater and lead to other hazards. The administration had initially expected to allow 75 hydrofracking permits in the first year, but now expects to reduce that to 50.  [continued]
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